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Bible Study # 

   Talking with God
     Prayer
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Way back in the           Bible study sent to you, we considered the different 

colored pages in the “Wordless Book”. Do you remember what the green 
page reminds us of? That’s right, the green page reminds us to grow in       

the love of Jesus. After we believe in Jesus and we give our lives to Him, we 
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need to grow in Him. We looked at four simple ways that help us to grow:
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(1) Read God’s Word, the Bible 

(2) Talk to God by praying
(3) Go to church 

(4) share the good news of God’s love to others
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In the last Bible study we looked at reading the Bible. 

Now we want to talk about the importance of talking with God. Praying is  another thing we can do to help us grow closer to the Lord. 
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Is God ever too busy to listen to my prayers?
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Sometimes the grown-ups in your life are busy. 



     




                 “Wait your turn.”

You might hear a teacher or parent say:                             “Not now!”
            “After dinner.”

            “Maybe this weekend.”
All of us know what it’s like to have people tell us

they are too busy to answer a question or to help us. 

Even grown-ups often hear from other grown-ups that they are too busy to talk or help. But that’s not how it is with God. 
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Just as there is no end to how much God knows, there is no end to how much He cares and wants you to talk with Him.
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God is with you all the time. Look up and read Psalm 139:1-4. He doesn’t take naps or watch TV. He never feels tired from running the universe. 

He is so tuned into you that He knows your every thought before 

you think it. Look up and read Psalm 5:3. He’s listening even before you speak.
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So go ahead and pray
Tell God whatever you’d like to say.

Prayer is simply talking to God!

Whenever you want to talk, God is ready. “Give all your worries and cares to God, for He cares about what happens to you.” (1 Peter 5:7)

In Matthew 6:9-13 Jesus taught us to pray saying,
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“Pray like this:


Our Father in heaven,


May your name be honored.


May your Kingdom come soon.


May your will be done here on earth,


Just as it is in heaven.


Give us our food for today,


And forgive us our sins,


Just as we have forgiven those who have sinned against us.


And don’t let us yield to temptation,


But deliver us from the evil one.”
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What are the important parts of prayer? How does God’s word teach us that we should pray? Prayer assumes 5 basic things:

Relationship 

           Worship 

          
         Confession 

             
  
   Petition 
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                                         Intercession
Let’s look at Relationship. The most important aspect of prayer is relationship. “…Our Father in heaven…” Prayer is the privilege of God’s children. When God is your Father, you have a right to ask.

[image: image20.wmf]Now let’s look at Worship. Another important aspect of prayer is worship. Jesus taught us to begin our prayers with worship: “…May Your name be honored…” Peter and John began their prayer in the book of Acts 4:24: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them.” They focused on who God is, worshiping God for the mighty works He had 

done and standing in awe of their heavenly Father. Adoration 

is important. Adoration is a big word that just means we that we 

understand that it is we are speaking with the Living God, the Creator 

of all things. Because we understand this, our problems are 

reduced to their proper place. Next to the greatness of the 

Almighty God, our problems simply become much smaller. But when we worship the Lord, we discover that He is so much greater than our problems. Worship is the beginning of effectively talking with God. When we worship God we tell Him how great He is, because He is such a great and wonderful God!

[image: image21.wmf][image: image22.wmf]Confession is also very important as we pray. “…and forgive us our sins, just as we have forgiven those who have sinned against us…” Although Jesus has already died for every sin we will ever commit – past, present, and future, God still wants us to come to Him when we realize we have sin in our lives.

Don’t forget that God forgives us as we forgive those who have sinned against us. Really think about this!

1 John 1:19 it tells us, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Just as sin grieves the Holy Spirit and hinders our prayer life, confession of sin restores our fellowship with the Father, and opens wide our fellowship with God. 

[image: image23.wmf][image: image24.wmf]Petition is when we bring our own needs to the Lord. “…Give us our food for today…” God wants us to come to Him with our needs and desires. As we see the goodness of the Lord towards us, our fellowship with Him grows and matures.

[image: image25.wmf]Intercession – “… May Your Kingdom come soon. May Your will be done here on earth, just as it is in heaven…” Intercession is when we want what God wants for other people and we pray for them and their needs. We should not only pray for ourselves, but for others too. Sometimes we are not able to help people, but God is able! Praying for others is a wonderful way for God to work in their lives.
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There are a few more things to consider – In Luke 11:1 the disciples of Jesus asked Him and said, “Lord teach us to pray.”
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The disciples wanted to be taught to pray. It’s important to not only know how to pray but to just pray. As you keep on praying, you will get better at it and you will learn more and more how wonderful it is to talk to God in prayer. Some people like to write down their prayers to God and then when God answers their prayers, they write the date down next to the answered prayer. Isn’t that a good idea? Maybe you would like to do that too.
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And last, but not least, the key to an effective prayer life is faith in God, trusting in God, 

who is the giver of all things.

One Last Question:

Some ask, “When is the best time to pray?” I Thessalonians 5:17 tells us, “Pray 

without ceasing.” That means all the time. It has been said, “It’s not good to talk 

with anyone, until we talk with the Lord.” We read in Psalms 5:3, “My voice You 

shall hear in the morning, O Lord…” A great time to pray each day is the first thing 

in the morning before you start your day. Try praying when you first get up in 

the morning, and watch what God does, throughout the day!

May God richly bless you as you talk with Him everyday, all day long.

God bless you!
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After answering the following questions, please 

mail this page back to the address below:

(church name and address)
1. Is God ever too busy to listen to us? ______________

2. Prayer assumes 5 basic things, what are they? 

 ______________,    ______________,    ______________,    ______________,    ______________

3. What is the key to an effective prayer life? ____________________________

4. Write out and read Psalm 5:3. What does it mean to you? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What type of prayer is it when you bring your own needs to the Lord? __________________

6. What type of prayer is it when you pray for others? ________________
7. Can we pray anytime we want?    Circle one:    NO    YES

8. Will God listen to us anytime we pray to Him?
 Circle one:    NO    YES

We hope you enjoyed this third Bible Study, which is yours to keep!

Just send this answer page back, and we will send you the next study.

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Street address: ____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip code:  _____________________________________________________________
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We’re going to be learning more wonderful and exciting things about the Lord Jesus, the Bible, praying and other things. We are so happy that you want to learn too!

God bless you!

If you have any questions about God that you would like answers to,

please write them on the back side of this page.
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